
 

Hillier had damaged his eye in December of 

1911 at Pachena.  He was taken to Victoria for 

treatment.  He eventually went to Germany for 

further treatment.  However, I do not know the 

complete timeline of his treatment.  The item 

below is almost three years after his accident.  

He may have returned to duty in the meantime 

before Germany. 
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THRILLING EXCAPE FROM GERMAN 

EMPIRE 

Resident of Victoria Witnessed Fury 

of German Mob—Hid in Baggage Car 

to Leave Country 

   Following exciting experiences in 

escaping from Germany after the 

receipt of Great Britain’s ultimatum 

to Berlin, Mr. W.T. Hillier, who is in 

charge of the Dominion wireless 

station at Dead Tree Point, returned 

to Victoria yesterday.  He left London 

on August 21.  Probably the most 

thrilling episode of which he was an 

eyewitness was the shooting, without 

trial, of forty Russians by German 

soldiers. 

   Mr. Hillier was undergoing 

treatment at Wiesbaden and 

intended spending three weeks more 

there, when, following the 

declaration of war against Russian 

and the wanton invasion of 

Luxemburg territory by German 

troops, Britain sent her ultimatum to 

Berlin.  “Immediately,” Mr. Hillier 

says, “the passions of the populace 

became inflamed against England.  

An unholy joy seemed to pervade the 

people of Wiesbaden.  On all sides I 

heard expressions of opinion that 

Germany feared no one.  The more 

foes she made the better the people 

seemed pleased.  I saw placards 

pasted up in the town with the 

legend “The Kaiser will be emperor of 

Europe and America”.  I saw forty 

Russians, many of them peaceable 

visitors to Wiesbaden, on the 

outbreak of war arrested as spies, led 

out into the public square and shot.  

Their shrift was of the shortest.  They 

were given no trial.  Soon I was 

warned to leave the town as were all 

Britishers and Americans.  When I 

went to take my train I saw two ladies 

on the platform assaulted by the 

populace, their clothes torn off by an 

infuriated mob, who believed they 

were Russian spies in disguise.  The 

ladies, I think, were two Americans, 

but I was not sure of their nationality.  



On the day I left I saw numbers of 

wounded brought into Wiesbaden 

from Luxemburg.  At Cologne, where I 

and other refugees were taken from 

Wiesbaden, we were lined up on the 

platform by troops.  Some tried to 

escape and I was one of those 

successful.  I made my way to the 

Cologne bridge, with what object in 

view I hardly know, but I found it 

guarded by soldiers and had to 

retrace my steps.  Coming back by 

way of the railway track I found a 

baggage care open and hid there 

among the trunks.  Shortly afterwards 

the train to which this car was 

attached left the station and I got as 

far as Dusseldorf, where some of the 

trunks were removed and I was found 

by the guard.  I offered him 150 

marks in paper money if he would 

allow me to proceed, but he refused.  

He took the money from me and 

search me for whatever else I had, 

taking the 240 marks in gold, which 

was all the money I possessed.  He 

then allowed me to proceed and I 

found my way to a village in Holland a 

few miles beyond the frontier.  From 

there I went to Flushing and took a 

boat to England. 

Military Preparations 

   “In passing through Cologne I saw 

that the famous cathedral there was 

displaying searchlights for the 

purpose of locating the enemy’s 

aerial craft, while cannon for firing on 

these had been mounting on the 

cathedral.  I saw many Zeppelins, and 

while I am not versed in aviation I 

doubt the efficiency of these airships 

in war.  Whenever I saw them they 

were flying low and presented an 

easy mark to hostile guns.  People 

outside Germany can hardly realize 

the lengths to which her mobilization 

has gone.  Every male person from 

the age of 17 to 55 or 60 has been 

summoned to the colors.  The street 

cars are being run by women and 

girls.  As far as I could gather the 

entire German campaign against 

France is being directed from Mains. 

   “On the way from Flushing to 

England I was privileged to see a 

great British fleet, comprising battle 

cruisers, cruisers and torpedo boats, 

on its way to the North Sea.  In 

England I found everything very 

quiet.  The people showed a deadly 

earnestness in their war 

preparations.  Of course the war has 

greatly interrupted business and 90 

per cent of the large firms are only 



working half time.  There were large 

numbers of Canadians in London and 

elsewhere in Great Britain and the 

last of these will not be able to return 

to the Dominion until sometime in 

October, so great is the rush across 

the Atlantic.  No emigrants are 

allowed to leave the country.” 

   Mr. Hillier’s experiences are 

particularly unfortunate because at 

the time he was forced to leave he 

was within three weeks of completing 

a special treatment for the eyes, 

which he anticipated would have 

completely cured the affection from 

which he was suffering.  He will 

resume his post at Dead Tree Point in 

the course of the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 


